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INTRODUCTION
Dear reader
Take a few seconds. A few seconds to close your eyes and image what the
city of Groningen would look like without students. I don’t have a clue
what you have seen, but what I have seen does not fit ‘Het gras van het
Noorderplantsoen’ (better known as the student anthem of Groningen).
Now try again and think of Groningen exsisting only of students. Might be
fun for a day, but truly, it makes no sense either. Groningen is Groningen
because we are here together and make this city to the beautifull place
it is. And in a city made by all their inhabitants, all inhabitants should be
represented.
Nevertheless we keep running in to the fact that students are somewhat
neglected in local politics. Whether it is about (international) student housing, the rental market or suicide prevention and study stress, in the end
only when students bash down the doors of city hall, we start tackeling
the problems at hand. A reason for me to join Student en Stad and let the
sound of the youth be heard in city council.

That is why we wrote this program. A program with the intention to let
Groningen be a striving city, to set new goals for a young city. A young city
can be an innovative city that dares to take a pioneer role on topics such
as sustainability. The goals we set are brave and high, but we dare to reach
for them.
We dare to put Groningen and all of its inhabitants first, we dare to innovate and we dare to take responsibility. Try and take that away from us.

Marten Duit
Party leader

Right now, we are very close to the 21st of november. That day we,
together as the inhabitants of Groningen, choose our council. A group of
people that have more influence on your day to day life then you might expect. They decide about the streets you live in, where you are allowed to
live, whether or not events are allowed and what -on a local level- is being
done with the (inter)national climate agreement.
For the upcoming election we have a goal (wauw, you did not see that one
coming, did you?). After 25 years of being in the opposition, we want to
become part of the coalition. Not to fight policies but to write them. Not
to wait for things to get to, but to get them done ourselves and dare to get
them done. We are very much looking forward to that!

6
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A CITY TO LIVE IN
Groningen is a beautiful city and great to live in. We however,
see potential for the city to become even more beautiful.
In this first chapter you can read upon our vision on housing,
protection of tenants, how starts on the housing market can be
helped and how we tend to keep the city accessible.

A NICE PLACE TO LIVE
Groningen should be a place where people would like to live and
stay. In the last couple of years more and more people have come
to the northern Netherlands and its most beautiful city: Groningen.
With all its students and inhabitants, Groningen is a lively city. This
does however also create challenges.
Student & Stad (Student & City) wants to create a fitting living
space for all. Fitting in this sense means that the housing should
connect to the need of a concerning group/inhabitants. Now the
housing isn’t up to par, especially for students, starters and those
inhabitants that would live in social housing.
We want to solve this problem in the following ways:
Build more and more frequently
Stop impossible income requirements for tenants
Give new initiatives space

New housing should aim to provide a place to live for the growing
population but at the same time make intercity-moving easier, for
example starters that want to leave their student rooms and want
to build toward their further (working) lives.

8
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STUDENT HOUSING

PROTECTION OF TENANTS

Groningen has one of the oldest universities and therefore is one
of the oldest student cities. With all its students, Groningen is the
youngest city in all of the Netherlands.

The city of Groningen knows a student housing market where most
of the properties are in ownership of private owners, this is quite
unique in the Netherlands. While most owners follow the rules,
some don’t which can create very bleak situations.

The last couple of years there have not been enough solutions for
the housing problem students, and especially the international
students, are facing. The municipality even implemented stricter
rules for building new rooms, making it more difficult for private
owners to rent out rooms. Student & Stad believes the rules should
be loosened up, and it should become possible again for parents to
buy houses for their studying children.
We also believe there should be a lot more buildings for students
to live in. More and more students draw to the city to live on their
own, to be met with the current, unattractive offer in the city. As
a result, these students live in rooms that do not live up to their
desired space. This should change!
The places that are up for rent are by no means enough space for
all the new students coming to Groningen. And when rooms are
scarce, rent goes up. The lack of student rooms inflated the prices:
this should also be stopped.

Journalists from Sikkom have brought some of these misunderstandings to light, which Student & Stad is very thankful for. These
stories described a worse situation than was previously known:
harassment, exploitation and blackmail. Student & Stad wants the
municipality to act very strict against these kinds of practices. With
a permit requirement for landlords, next to the permit requirement
for the building itself, we want to create terms of behaviour for
the landlord to uphold.
INTERNATIONAL HOUSING
Lately there has been an increase in the number of international
students coming to Groningen as a result of the investment in
internationalization by the Hanze University and the RUG. As far as
we’re concerned, a good development. With all these new people, appropriate housing must be available for all. In recent years,
however, this has not been the case especially for international
students. Several times newly arrived international students had no
way of finding a home or living space. Many students have had to
move to hostels or camping sites. This cannot occur in the future!
If we want to internationalize as a city, we must ensure that the
experiences of internationals are positive. In order to live up to
this, suitable housing places must be provided. This means Groningen has to build enough housing for all new citizens. Although this
has been set in motion in recent years, this practice should continue and expand. In order to prevent shortages in the future, we
have to continue to build.
Lastly we want to start a dialogue with private home owners in
order to have them open up their houses for international students.

10
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In order to structurally improve the housing situation in Groningen,
we want to focus on the next points for the upcoming four years:
Quality and quantity. Building more students rooms of better quality
Private home ownership. It should be possible again for private
home-owners to rent room on a smaller scale
Better protection. By implementing a licenses to the landlord we
want to protect renters from malicious landlords
International housing. In order to solve the problem there should
be more appropriate housing for all new students. More sufficient
information should be handed to new international students about
the Groninger housing situation.
Convince private home-owners to rent space to internationals.

STARTERS HOUSING
To make Groningen more economically fruitful, space should be
available for graduates that want to stay and work in the city they
studied in. While some students have already decided to leave the
city after their studies, some students do not have to or want to
leave. These students however are almost forced to leave, because
they can not find a suitable home. Which comes as no surprise to
Student & Stad.
The housing stock is targeted at students and homeowners. There
is very little supply for starters who are looking to buy or rent their
first home. The places that are available have very high prices and
associated income requirements. In order to ensure talent maintains in our city, we must do something about this. More middle-rent apartments should be added (711 to 1000€ per month).
Friends-contracts, where friends share more expensive rental
homes, could also help. This also eases the pressure on social rent.
As per initiative of Student & Stad, starters are included as a
separate target group in the housing policy in Groningen. But the
problem is far from solved at this point.
12

BUILDING TOWARDS THE FUTURE
It is clear to everyone: Groningen has become a popular city. This is
why we need to build for all target groups for the upcoming years.
Student & Stad is content with the fact that there are already many
projects running, but we have to keep innovating constantly in
order to remain attractive and meet the needs of our citizens.
As far as Student & Stad is concerned, we need to build higher, for
example on the outskirts of the city. In this way we make better
use of the available space. Groningen is becoming a big city, which
in our eyes includes high-rise buildings. We do want to emphasize
that these buildings should never be at the expense of the historical character of the city.
Furthermore, we have to make creative use of empty space. There
are plenty of examples of vacant offices and other buildings which
have been converted and made functional again. These creative
solutions must be continued in the coming years.
In addition to building houses, more is needed to keep the city attractive. A green, sustainable environment is of great importance.
If possible, new homes must be built energy-neutral. The project
at the Suikerunieterrein is already using this approach. We want to
find out which heat solution is most suitable for each district. One
of our goals is to encourage residents to make their homes more
sustainable. We are great supporters of green roofs and facades,
and want to open a sustainability counter where people can turn to
with their (green) questions.

A VIVID CITY
GRONINGEN CYCLING CITY
Most of the traffic in Groningen is on bike. Student & Stad wants to
take Groningen further than the bicycle city it is today. As far as we
are concerned Groningen should be the number one bicycle city in
the world. Cycling isn’t only sustainable, but also healthy, fast and
reliable. The large number of cyclists however, means that cycle
paths are busy and there is (too) little space to park your bike. We
want to ensure that the number of cyclists grows and even more
people abandon their car.
We want to achieve this through the following points:
Priority for cyclists
Smart cycling routes with clear signaling
Reducing car traffic
Increasing public transport bicycles
Smart traffic lights with priority for bike and bus
Parking space for every bike

PRIORITY FOR CYCLISTS
Student & Stad wants the first thing on the mind of the Groninger
to be the bike when heading somewhere. To make sure this is the
case, we want to make cycling in Groningen as comfortable as
possible.
We want to achieve this through the following points:
Cycling paths should be well kept and clearly marked. Cyclists
should be able to take the smartest routes in a fast and pleasant way
without obstacles.

14
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The cyclist should have priority. There should be as less traffic lights
as possible. When traffic lights are inevitable, they should be ‘smart’.
These ‘smart’ lights will change in advantage to cyclists when it rains
or at night.
When police starts monitoring bicycles on proper lighting in the
beginning of autumn, they should also sell bicycle lights. That way
people could bike in a save manner.
‘Shared spaces’ (where cyclists and pedestrians share the road)
should be clearly marked as a space that is shared to prevent haziness.
On blue pathways it should be clear to pedestrians they do not have
priority here.
The situation on the Eikenlaan should be solved. The crossing on the
Eikenlaan is the busiest cycling route towards Zernike. Due to its current layout, this has been a problem for a long time. We want this to
become a non-level crossing where cars pass under the bicycle route.

SMART BICYCLE ROUTES AND CLEAR MARKING
Smart bicycle routes are bicycle routes that connect important and
frequently visited points in and around the city. At the moment the
city already has a nice network of these bicycle routes. The most
famous cycling routes are probably the routes from the city to the
Zernike complex.
Student & Stad wants to tackle and further extend the network of
bicycle routes. Issues in this area include:
Clearer indication of the bicycle routes in the city. This way, the
use of the bicycle in the city is also encouraged.
Broadening and smarter organization of existing bicycle routes.
By widening the cycle paths you create more space, so that bicycles
and electric bikes can use the route in good harmony.
Construction of missing links. This should include a route from Vinkhuizen to Station Noord and Winsum and from Kardinge to the city.

PARKING SPOTS
Although Student & City is very satisfied with the approach of the
inner city, we notice that the new interior of the city center sometimes comes at the expense of bicycle parking places. Take the
renewed Brugstraat, where there are now fewer parking spots than
before the renovation. Student & Stad is of the opinion that there
were too few parking spaces in the past, so diminishing the amount
more is not a good development.
We want to turn this around and increase the number of bicycle
parking spots on the streets in the upcoming years. Bicycle parking
facilities, such as the one on Peperstraat and the Forum, are an
important addition to the parking facilities in the city. However,
these garages are mainly aimed at people who visit the city for a
day. Residents should also have the opportunity to visit the gym, go
to the supermarket or to the park and park their bike normally and
properly.
Due to the current shortage of parking facilities, the street looks
16
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messy. Several parties have spoken about fining people who park
their bikes incorrectly. Of course, bicycles have to be on the right
way and locations are stored. But as a solution Student & Stad
wants to ensure sufficient parking possibilities. Only after there can
be talk about fining.
In addition to the inner city, Student & City also wants to provide
more parking facilities in the other neighborhoods. Right now the
parking spaces are created for all cars. In our vision, bikes should
be looked at in the same way. We would like to make space for bicycle parking, even if this is at the expense of a car parking space.
In the first place, bicycle parking facilities do not provide a nice
cityscape. That is why it is important that garages are integrated
into the cityscape. This can be done by building above ground and
underground. The parking lot in the Haddingestraat should also
offer parking space for cyclists in the long term.
Bicycles are extremely sensitive to theft. In our view, it is therefore important that the current and future bicycle parking facilities
contain the possibility of securing the bicycle to the garage with
an extra lock. As far as we are concerned, it should be easier for
residents to request bicycle parking facilities in their street or
neighborhood.
As a real bicycle minded city, more electric bicycle pumps are needed in the city. Our goal is to place these bicycle pumps along the
fast cycle routes and at central points such as supermarkets.
We want to create more customized bicycle parking facilities in
consultation with student associations. At the moment, the student
associations organize their parking internally. If every student association has its own bicycle parking, this will, among other things,
result in decreased inconvenience of parked bicycles.
For the municipality, we see the task of requiring project developers and landlords to provide indoor bicycle parking facilities.
18
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT
If the bicycle is not an option, we want to tempt residents of Groningen to opt for public transport (OV) instead of their cars. This
means the municipality has to ensure high-quality public transport.
The quality of public transport was good and the valuation high
in the last years. We want to continue these positive figures. The
city must remain easily accessible from all over the country. In the
city, Groningen people must also be able to rely on a good public
transport connection. At this point, we see a number of points for
improvement in the coming years:
Together with the Dutch Railways (NS), Pro-Rail and the provincial
and national government, Groningen must strive for faster train
connections between Groningen and Zwolle and between Groningen
and Amsterdam. Both the intercity and the local trains must, in our
opinion, drive from Groningen to Zwolle within an hour.
Bus traffic in the city needs to become more sustainable. We want
to continue the usage of electric buses and buses that run on hydrogen.
There must be opportunities to respond quickly to temporary hustle
and bustle in the buses between the station / city center and the
Zernike complex. This requires flexibility on the part of the carrier.
This is necessary to be able to deal with crowds, for example, in
examination periods.
In order to protect bus drivers against robbery and to make paying
in buses more efficient, we want cashless payments to be the only
way to purchase a valid ticket in the bus.

20
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A CITY TO ENJOY
Groningen must be the city where it happens. Student & Stad
advocates a vibrant city where creativity is central and where
talent can develop. A city where many events are organized and
where culture is expressed everywhere.

VIBRANT CITY
The city of Groningen has a central function for the Northern
Netherlands and must also profile itself as a center city. A city that
appeals to its surroundings and has something to offer to its people.
Groningen must be and remain a vibrant city, with a rich cultural
offer, consisting of an attractive city center and space for events.
ART AND CULTURE
Culture yields the city and surroundings more than it costs the
municipality. The art and culture sector has been transformed
organisationally and financially in recent years. Large culture pillars
determine how the money is distributed. Student & Stad believes
that this new distribution should never disadvantage small parties
in the cultural sector and actively support them. If an important
link in the chain is lost, the entire chain becomes weaker.
We are committed to new initiatives. Newly graduate artists often
find it difficult to connect with the established order, while they
have just as much to offer as established artists and therefore deserve support. This is how we give talent the stage to develop.

22
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Culture must be able to be expressed everywhere, whether it is in
the theater or on the street. The beautiful city center can serve
as a decor. A rich and diverse cultural offer attracts creative minds
and companies. This makes it essential for the attraction and economic vitality of the city.
That is why Student & Stad wants:
A wide cultural offer. A new culture memorandum will be adopted in
2020. Keeping up-to-date or stimulating the culture offer is essential
to keep the city attractive.
Targeted policy. The focus should be on art and culture that contributes to the attraction of the city of Groningen. Subsidizing a choir
that meets purely for socializing is not a task for the municipality.
Space for initiatives. Culture is not fixed, but is constantly changing.
We believe that space should be given to innovative initiatives.
Talent development. Young creative people have to get kickstarted
to be able to develop and establish themselves in the cultural sector.
In our view, graduation projects by cultural students should be given
a platform in the city.

EVENTS
From Eurosonic Noorderslag to Kingsland, from the KEI week to the
Liberation Festival (Vrijheidsfestival) and Noorderzon. Groningen is
rich in events and must stay that way. In the event policy possibilities should be central, not restrictions. The current policy is too
often challenging entrepreneurs and organizers who want to contribute to a bustling city. This manifests itself, among other things,
in complicated procedures for applying for permits and random
allocation. Existing initiatives and the realization of new events are
unnecessarily complicated. In addition, more and more restrictions
are imposed on event venues, while few alternatives are offered.
In recent years, Student & Stad has been working hard to make
rules more flexible and to maintain the event areas like the Suikerunie. Noise standards and closing times are not reduced in the
upcoming four years, if it is up to us. Counteracting noise pollution
24

is important, but there are better ways to do this. One of these solutions, is to make events suitable for events that are not adjacent
to residential areas.
Groningen is committed to becoming the alternative pop city of
the Netherlands. Student & Stad fully supports this commitment.
We are proud that national and international artists will perform
here in De Oosterpoort, Vera, Simplon and the Stadsschouwburg. In
order to maintain and expand the position as an important pop city,
the outdated Oosterpoort must be replaced. The current location
no longer meets the wishes of artists and spectators. That is why
we are working hard for a new Oosterpoort, to strengthen the center function in the pop city of the North. As far as we are concerned, the new Oosterpoort will be realized in the center of the city.
In this way, the entertainment area of Groningen also gets a boost.
In addition to pop music, there are more styles of music that deserve attention. Groningen is known for its strong dance scene. When
it comes to dance and techno parties, the tone is often negative
in the municipality. Student & Stad is against an event policy that
distinguishes according to the nature of music type or events. We
want to give all initiatives space, especially the dance scene. We
stand for an event policy in which entrepreneurship and creativity
are stimulated.
To make Groningen the event city of the North, we want:
Noise standards. The current noise standards for events must be
maintained. Groningen will not be interesting for organizers and
visitors to events if we reduce the permitted noise standards.
The new Oosterpoort. A new Oosterpoort has to be realized at a
central location, which will strengthen Groningen’s function as the
central Northern pop city and can meet the demand of current and
future spectators and artists.
Space for dance parties. Groningen must offer dance parties the
same space as other music events. Student & Stad is against a shortening of the allowed duration of dance parties. There are better
solutions for nuisance, with which we do not bother event organizers
Electoral Program 2018 - 2022
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such as Paradigm, OOST and Nazomers.
More suitable event locations. Organizers are very interested in
alternative locations on the outskirts of the city. However, the municipality does not cooperate. If events take place all over the city, the
same people do not experience nuisance over and over again.
Freedom and happiness. We want an event policy in which the demand and supply from the city is leading. The city council should not
start steering on programming. People decide for themselves what
they think is beautiful music.

INNER CITY
The Groningen city center has a lot to offer. Catering establishments and shops ensure that the inner city is vibrant. The parks
and squares are increasingly used for a variety of activities. In
order to keep the city center attractive, we believe it is important
for the municipality to work for as many visitors as possible. Consumers from Ommeland, visitors to congresses in MartiniPlaza and
day-trippers from the Randstad and Northern Germany: they have
to be tempted. Investing in all of them, will pay off in the future.
Through the economic policy program G-force, Every euro invested
in the local economy returns over 14 times.

Student & Stad has been committed to open up stores on Sunday.
Ultimately this became reality, which has given a huge boost to the
city’s vibrancy in the weekend. We will continue to support this
measure in the future. As far as we are concerned, it can be taken
even further. For hairdressers for example, there must be free
business. An attractive city for residents and tourists has a bustling
Sunday.
We want to keep the city centre sparklink by:
Investments in the local economy. The city center is an important
source of employment and is therefore the calling card of the city.
The local economy must be stimulated through the economic program G-force, the events program and the marketing expenditure to
attract visitors.
Reduction of the precari tax. The inner city does not immediately
become a chaos if the dimensions of terraces are somewhat less restricted. We need to nurture inner city entrepreneurs and not burden
them unnecessarily. In the renewed Brugstraat for example, there are
plenty of opportunities for improving and dressing up the street by
allowing terraces.
Preservation of the free closing times in the hospitality industry.
We believe that entrepreneurs can decide for themselves what time
the evening will come to an end.
Peak hours. The catering industry must be released in whether or not
to offer peak hours and to adjust the donation times to (sports) clubs.
We stand behind the countering of excessive drinking, but this should
not be patronizing.

A SPORTIVE CITY
Groningen is a sporting city and we are happy with that. Student &
Stad thinks sports are important. Regular exercise is good for the
health of young and old. To give all residents health, Student &
Stad wants to give everyone the opportunity to play sports. Sports
should be possible for everyone, regardless of the size of their wallet. That is why Student & Stad wants to invest in both width and
top sport in the upcoming years.
26
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Athletes who perform at a high level are role models for young
athletes in particular. We believe that when Groningers perform
at top level this offers benefits for the entire city. That is why we
believe that the municipality should invest in top sport. We want to
emphasize talent development. Young, talented athletes must be
able to make their dreams come true in the city. The ultimate goal,
however, is the sport of sport and this, in our opinion, is the basis
for sports policy.
Many residents play sports at an association. We want to ensure
that all associations can make use of good quality facilities when
it comes to sports. Sport clubs also play a crucial role in the social
life of many Groningers.
In order to allow this side of club life to flourish, we want to give
sports club the space to play a catering role and organize events
that are not directly related to sport.

at Zernike it is clear that people are excluded because of lack of
training space. This is also reflected in the Corpus den Hoorn sports
park, where amateur sports clubs are pushed aside by large professional clubs. This is unacceptable and the municipality must therefore
invest heavily in recreational sport. More sports fields and more
extensive sports facilities should be supplied by the m uniciteit.
Sports also includes socializing, especially at sports clubs for students. This coziness sometimes clashes with the night sleep of local
residents. In order to prevent this, we would like the municipality
to try to accommodate as many student sport clubs as possible at
the same location and to regulate it adequately. The ACLO is a good
location for this. This is relatively outside the city and has sufficient
room for expansion. With this measure, the spread of nuisance can
be limited. Clear rules can ensure that the inconvenience is kept to a
minimum.
See if it is possible to publish sports facilities out of season for the
entire city.

STUDENT SPORT ASSOCIATIONS
Sport clubs affiliated with the ACLO often fall outside the usual
spectrum when it comes to municipal policy. Student & Stad wants
the municipality to take a more active role with these associations.
Specifically we want to adress the following topics:
The situation with the Dam walls on the Hoornsediep. Due to an
unclear administrative situation, several row clubs at the Hoornsediep are now being duped. Badly constructed piles provide a situation
where rowing is very difficult. The municipality must assist the clubs
and resolve the situation.
Invest at least 100,000 euros in the (student) sports clubs of the
city. (Student) sports clubs are important places for socializing and
health, and an important breeding ground for talent. Many Olympians
started their career at (student) sports club. Unfortunately, now we
see vacancy at some sports clubs because the facilities are inadequate. This is reflected in several sports parks. At the sports clubs
28
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A CITY FOR THE FUTURE
INTERNATIONALISATION
The past decades have been characterized by globalization. A frequently heard term is for example ‘global village’. Student & Stad
recognizes this trend and wants to continue this. Both the University of Groningen (RUG) and the Hanze University (Hanze) expect a
growth of international students in the upcoming years and Groningen is home to one of the larger departments of the European
Student Network (ESN).
But globalizing developments are also visible outside the student
world. For example, several international companies are active in
the city. The municipality is already trying to join this development
and we wholeheartedly support this. One of the eye-catchers is the
‘International Welcome Center North’. The trend of globalization
is in contrast with the current in society that looks in and turns.
Student & Stad wants to look outside, without losing its roots in
Groningen.
In the upcoming years we want to focus on better housing for international students in the context of internationalization. We want to
avoid a tragedy of the three previous years. In our view, it is a task
of the municipality to provide flexible solutions that are available
in August, September and October. It is also important to inform
international students at the earliest possible stage about how the
housing market in Groningen works. By getting good information to
the students in time, part of the problem can be prevented.
ACCESSIBLE INFORMATION
In order to make the city livable and keep it safe for internationals,
it is important that information from the municipality is accessible
and comprehensible to everyone. A large part of the internationals
is only briefly in Groningen. This period varies from a few years
as an expatriate to at most a few months as an exchange student.
30

Electoral Program 2018 - 2022

31

Because of the short period of residence, being able to master the
Dutch language is sometimes a challenge.
That is why Student & Stad believes it is important that information
from the municipality is also available in English. Too often internationals receive important letters in Dutch on the mat. The result
is that they do not know or know too late what is asked of them. In
addition, only a small part of the municipal website is available in
English. As far as we are concerned, this part must be substantially
increased.
The vast majority of foreigners who settle in Groningen come from
a member state of the European Union (EU). This means that these
residents, despite being non-Dutch citizens, have the right to vote
in European and municipal elections. Student & Stad believes that
this requires the municipality that information about elections and
important political decisions should also be shared in English. It is
important that the city is clear in all its forms for this ever-growing group. The atmosphere in the city, the norms and values that
we hold and how you can save yourself in a good way are of great
importance.
A large part of this is the accessibility to information. Major questions are why we have not had an English welcome letter for international residents for years, and how it is possible that elections, for
example, will only be communicated in Dutch, while at least 5,000
voters in the city are entitled to vote.
Another important point in the field of information provision for
international students is cooperation. The University of Groningen
(RUG), Hanzehogeschool and the municipality of Groningen must
work closely together to improve the information facilities, so that
internationals who come to Groningen know what is going on. The
website “At Home in Groningen” plays an important role here.

THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the fact that it is important for new international
residents of Groningen to find a home and find their way in the city,
Student & Stad wants internationals to actually participate in the
Groningen society.
An important part of this is having a job to speak to colleagues
and make friends on the work floor. However, many internationals are unable to find work. The reason for this lies partly in the
strict legislation, but also in the fact that it is less self-evident for
employers to hire internationals. According to us, it is up to the
municipality to ensure that everyone can participate equally well in
society and has the same opportunities.
A SUSTAINABLE CITY
Climate change is one of the biggest challenges the world is currently experiencing. Global warming is the direct result of human
activities and poses a threat to millions, if not billions, of people
worldwide. In order to keep global warming within bounds, global
efforts are needed. Student & Stad believes that the municipality
of Groningen should not run away from its responsibility. Climate
changes should not be a side issue, but a fixed component of all
municipal policy.
ENERGIENEUTRAAL 2035
The municipality of Groningen aims to be energy-neutral by 2035.
And we welcome that goal as a Student & Stad. However, we believe that the municipality can not achieve this goal alone. Together
with residents and companies we want to work together to make
more efficient use of available energy. At the same time, as much
energy as possible has to be generated. To achieve this, agreements
must be made with the companies that have the greatest contribution to pollution.
Where possible, binding agreements can be made about, among
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other things, reducing CO2 emissions. In order to reinforce these
agreements, the municipal organization must be at the forefront of
sustainability. For example, the municipality can lead WHO standards instead of EU standards, which makes it possible to set up an
environmental zone.
We also want the municipality to support and encourage residents
to become more sustainable. It is important that not only homeowners get this opportunity, but that tenants also get help to
come to sustainability with their landlord.
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The municipality must also make optimum use of the knowledge
and innovation possibilities that the University of Groningen, the
Hanze University of Applied Sciences, the Noorderpoort and the
Alfa College have to offer the city. Innovative projects that strive
for sustainability and can be successfully implemented must be
given a place in the city. Important experiments must receive support and be facilitated.
In concrete term we want:
To generate more green energy:
- 40% of the roof surface must be covered with solar panels
- Windmills must be installed in the municipality of Groningen
As soon as possible refrain from the gas:
- Expand the heating network
- New neighborhoods no longer connect to the gas network
- Continue to study the possibility of using Geothermics
Cleaner transport:
- Allow buses to run on electricity or hydrogen as much as possible
- Prepare the city for the electrification of personal transport by
significantly increasing the number of charging stations for electric
cars in all neighborhoods
- To electrify distribution in the inner city as much as possible
- Private individuals to facilitate and stimulate initiatives with regard
to distribution hubs
A literally greener city:
- Encourage companies to realize green roofs on industrial sites,
when solar panels are not possible
- Extend the number of trees in the city every year
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A CITY TO WORK IN
START-UP CITY
Groningen has the ambition to become the start-up city of the
Netherlands. The city has been working hard for a number of years
in this area. To date, Groningen only has to give priority to Amsterdam. Student & City believes that the city should grow with the
growth of start-ups and companies.
SCALE UPS
Start-ups change into scale-ups. This also changes the facilities that
these companies need. It is important that the city keeps thinking
and moving to create the right facilities that enable these scale-ups
to develop further here, instead of flying out to the Randstad.
Start-ups and involve scale-ups in trade missions at an early stage;
A living lab in Groningen where companies can test and investigate
developments and concepts;
Extend the ‘start-up city’ platform.

ONE PLATFORM
One clear contact point and one platform where help is available if
start-ups need it. That is what young entrepreneurs need. Currently
there are several platforms in Groningen that cross each other. All
do a good job, but it is not always clear to start-ups where they
should be for which help or information.
MUNICIPALITY AS A CUSTOMER
To assist start-ups from the beginning, the municipality can stand
behind them and actively support them as a customer. This offers
start-ups firmness. Moreover, the municipality shows that it has
confidence in the entrepreneurs in the city. An additional advantage is that it is also good for the appearance of the startups.
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